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REF: CAPE TOWN 590 

1 . WE ARE SOMEWHAT SURPRISED AT PIK BOTHA'S EXTREME 
REACTION TO ACTIONS OF COUNCIL FOR NAMIBIA WHICH, BASED 
ON EMBASSY LUSAKA'S REPORTING, STRIKE US AS WHAT COULD 
BE ANTICIPATED BASED ON PR "VIOUS COUNCIL ACTIONS. 
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ONLY DISTURBING NEW ELEMENT (TEXT LUSAKA 964) IS 
ADDITION OF WHAT APPEARS TO BE CALL FOR "UNITING FOR 
PEACE" ACTION IN ARTICLE 38 OF DRAFT. IN FURTHER DIS- 
CUSSIONS OF COUNCIL FOR NAMIBIA ACTION WITH BOTHA. YOU 
SHOULD MAKE FOLLOWING POINTS: 

A) THE US AND THE OTHER MEMBERS OF THE CONTACT 

GROUP HAD NOTHING TO DO WITH THE DECLARATION ADOPTED BY 
THE COUNCIL FOR NAMIBIA. 

B) OUR VIEWS ON NAMIBIA ARE EXPRESSED IN THE 
CONTACT GROUP'S PROPOSAL FOR NAMIBIAN SETTLEMENT IN 
CONTEXT OF UN SECURITY COUNCIL ACTION AND NOT REPEAT NOT 
IN ANY DOCUMENT ADOPTED BY THE COUNCIL FOR NAMIBIA. 

C) WE HAVE NO INFORMATION TO INDICATE THAT 
AHTISSARI PLAYED ANY MAJOR ROLE IN DRAFTING OF 

THIS DECLARATION, WHICH IN ANY EVENT COULD HARDLY BE 
REGARDED AS THE WORK OF ONE MAN. BESIDES, THE 
DECLARATION LARGELY REPEATS PREVIOUS STATEMENTS BY THE 
COUNCIL FOR NAMIBIA AND ON THAT BASIS WE DO NOT BELIEVE 
THAT ITS CONTENTS SHOULD HAVE COME AS A SURPRISE TO 
THE SAG. (FOR LUSAKA: CAN EMBASSY PROVIDE ANY 
INFORMATION ON AHTISSARI S INPUT IN DEVELOPMENT OF 
DECLARATION?) 
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2. WE HAVE NO CONFIRMATION OF WHAT AMBASSADOR YOUNG 
MAY HAVE SAID IN LUSAKA REGARDING POSSIBLE US ARMS 
SUPPLY TO FRONT LINE AFRICAN STATES. ACCORDING TO AN 

AP DISPATCH, AMBASSADOR YOUNG WAS ASKED A HYPOTHETICAL 
QUESTION WHETHER WE WOULD FURNISH ARMS TO THOSE 
COUNTRIES, TO WHICH AMBASSADOR YOUNG SIMPLY REPLIED THAT 
WE WOULD "CONSIDER" SUCH A REQUEST. YOU MAY TELL BOTHA 
THAT WE DO NOT HAVE A DEFINITIVE TEXT OF AMBASSADOR 
YOUNG'S REPLY BUT WE SEE NOTHING EXTRAORDINARY IN THE 
STATEMENT ATTRIBUTED TO HIM THAT THE US WOULD "CONSIDER" 
ANY REQUEST WE RECEIVED. YOU SHOULD ALSO ADVISE 
BOTHA THAT AMBASSADOR YOUNG'S PURPOSE IN GOING TO LUSAKA 
WAS TO LOBBY FOR AFRICAN ACCEPTANCE OF THE CONTACT 
GROUP PROPOSAL AND NOT TO PARTICIPATE DIRECTLY IN THE 
COUNCIL FOR NAMIBIA MEETING. 

3. WE SHARE YOUR UNCERTAINTY REGARDING BOTHA'S PURPOSE 
IN MAKING HIS DEMARCHE. CLEARLY, ANY ASSESSMENT DEPENDS 
UPON ROLE WHICH BOTHA IS PLAYING WITHIN SAG ON 
NAMIBIAN ISSUE. HIS OVERREACTION TO THE COUNCIL FOR 
NAMIBIA MEETING MAY SUGGEST THAT HE IS LOOKING FOR 
ADDITIONAL AMMUNITION TO USE IN JUSTIFYING SAG DECISION 
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TO MOVE AHEAD WITH INTERNAL SETTLEMENT, WHICH IS HARDLY 
AN ENCOURAGING SIGN FROM OUR POINT OF VIEW. 

4. FOR AMBASSADOR YOUNG. YOU MAY WISH TO PROVIDE 
FURTHER GUIDANCE TO EMBASSY CAPE TOWN REGARDING YOUR 
REPORTED COMMENTS ON ARMS SUPPLY ISSUE. SHOULD YOU HAVE 
TRANSCRIPT OF YOUR REMARKS IN LUSAKA, IT WOULD BE HELP- 
FUL IF WE COULD HAVE A COPY. 

5. SUBIECT DID NOT ARISE AT SECRETARY'S MARCH 24 PRESS 
CONFERENCE AND NOON PRESS BRIEFING WAS NOT HELD TODAY 
IN VIEW OF SECRETARY'S PRESS CONFERENCE. 

VANCE 
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